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LOCAL GROUPS HOST ôWONDERõ EVENT FOR AREA STUDENTS  

TO PROMOTE KINDNESS  

Local United Methodist Churches Partner with City of Hopewell Office on Youth and Others 

To Bring Students to the Beacon Theatre 

Hopewell, Virginia. -- Local United Methodist churches and the City of Hopewell Office 

on Youth have partnered to host a òWonderó event for students in Hopewell and the 

surrounding communities on April 22. Screening the 2017 film Wonder at the Beacon 

Theatre, the organizations have raised funds through local community organizations to 

sponsor the event, ensuring the students and their parents will experience a free 

opportunity to celebrate kindness in the community.  

On April 22, students from Hopewell, Prince George, Chesterfield, Colonial Heights, and 

Petersburg will participate in an afternoon of fun, with a focus on choosing kindness and 

confronting bullying.  Each student will receive a complimentary popcorn and bottle of 

water, paid for by sponsors like Hopewell Moose Lodge 1742, The Titmus Foundation, 

Impact Mission Camps, The James River District of the United Methodist Church Board of 

Missions, ScreenFish.net, and GFCW Junior Womenõs Club of Hopewell. 

Immediately after the screening, the students will hear from an actress Izabela Vidovic 

(òViaó), and be challenged to òchoose kindnessó throughout the following week. Each 

student will be given a wristband wit h the hashtag #ChooseKind and encouraged to share 

their moment of kindness with others via social media. Group leaders will receive a 

discussion guide to prompt a follow -up dialogue about what it means to choose kindness.  

Wonder was first a book by R.J. Palacio that tells the story of Auggie Pullman, which was 

adapted into the 2017 film by director Stephen Chbosky, starring Julia Roberts, Owen 

Wilson, and Jacob Tremblay. Auggie is a fifth-grade boy living in Manhattan. He has a rare 

medical facial deformit y, "mandibulofacial dysostosis." When Auggie reaches middle 

school age, his parents, who have homeschooled him to this point, decide he will go to a 

mainstream private school. There, he experiences friendship, adventures, bullying, and 

many other coming -of-age issues. But the spirit of Auggie and his familyõs love ultimately 

teaches his community to òchoose kind.ó 

   

 

mailto:maltman@hopewellva.gov


April 13 , 2018 

 

 City Managerõs Weekly Update 
 

 

 

 

 City of Hopewell, Virginia                                                               www.hopewellva.gov   2 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND SERVICES  

  



April 13 , 2018 

 

 City Managerõs Weekly Update 
 

 

 

 

 City of Hopewell, Virginia                                                               www.hopewellva.gov   3 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND SERVICES  
  

 

Individuals with disabilities who require special accommodations should contact Katie Moody, Regional Management Program 

Coordinator at 804-343-2033 or kmoody@richmondregional.org  at least 10 business days prior to the event.  Every effort will be 

made to provide suitable accommodations. Not suitable for children under 12 years of age.   

This document was prepared under a grant from FEMAõs Grant Programs Directorate, U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  

Points of views or opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 

position and policies of FEMAõs Grant Programs Directorate or the U. S. Department of Homeland Security.  
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
 Police Station Construction 

 

 

Contractor: JW Enochs, Incorporated 
Contract Value:  $4,841,207 
Scheduled Completion Date:  March 29, 2019  
Current Activities: Poured first portion of floor slab, completed the balance of the under slab 
plumbing and received bar joist and decking for roof support system 
Expected work for next week:  Finish pouring slab for entire building 
Issues or Concerns:  None 
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HUMAN SERVICES 
The Hopewell Department of Social Services has an Employment Resource Center to assist the 

public in searching for employment. There are 4 computers and printers accessible to customers 

who utilize the center.  

Current employment opportunities are posted daily , and additional resources in securing and 

maintaining employment are located in the Employment Resource Center. In addition, an 

attendant is available to assist with building or refreshing resumes, how to complete an 

employment or benefits application, or  general computer questions. There are no appointments 

necessary. The center is open at the Hopewell Department of Social Services Monday through 

Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Employment Resource Center 
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HUMAN SERVICES 

 

Hopewell  DSS is excited to participate in Spring Foster/Adoptive Resource Family Training 
known as PRIDE. This is an in-service to provide training to interested Foster/Adoptive Resource 
Families. The agency works in partnership with Petersburg, Prince George and Dinwiddie to host 
2 trainings a year. This session is being hosted by Petersburg DSS each Tuesday through  May 8th 
from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   
 
Foster care is intended to be a temporary rather than a long-term solution for children who have 
been removed from their birth family homes for reasons of neglect, abuse, abandonment, or other 
issues endangering their health and/or safety. Every effort is made to help the child remain with 
his or her family, however, when a child comes into foster care they are most often placed in a 
foster home. The foster family works as a team with the local department of social services, the 
biological family, the child (when applicable) and any additional community partners.  
 
The temporary and complex nature of foster care places special demands on foster parents. They 
are asked to take someone else's child into their home, care for the child and treat the child as a 
member of their family. The Foster Care Program provides the necessary support and training to 
enable foster parents to provide daily care and supervision for the child in care.  
 

Residents who have questions regarding on becoming a foster parent, can contact Brittany Rosa, 

Family Services Specialist IV at Hopewell DSS (804) 541-2330. 

  



April 13 , 2018 

 

 City Managerõs Weekly Update 
 

 

 

 

 City of Hopewell, Virginia                                                               www.hopewellva.gov   9 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
The Cityõs Special Events Application Committee approved the following 

upcoming special events:   

 

 

 

¶ April 14 - Hopewell Optimist Club Shrimp Feast  (Noon to 6:00 P.M.) Crystal Lake Park.                           

¶ April 21 ð Meteor Viewing  (7:30 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.)  Atwater Soccer Complex. 

¶ April 28 ð Wonder City Craft Beer Festival  (Noon until 6:00 P.M.) Hopewell City Park.  

¶ May 2 - Hopewell Rotary Roast  (4:00 P.M. ð 8:00 P.M.)  Crystal Lake Park.  

¶ May 3 - National Day of Prayer  (12:00-1:00 P.M.) Civic Plaza. 

¶ May 5 - Outdoor Movie  (8:30-10:30 P.M.) Hopewell City Park. 

¶ May 9 thru September 19 - Rockinõ on the River Concert Series (7-9:30 P.M.)  Hopewell City 

Marina.  

¶ May 17 - Farmerõs Market Festival (5:30 - 8:30 P.M.) Downtown Hopewell  

¶ May 19 - Kids Fun Day  (12:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M. Hopewell City Park. 

¶ May 19 - Business Expo (10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.) Hopewell Community Center.  

¶ May 19 - Community Fair Disability Information  (12:00 Noon ð 4:00 P.M.) Hopewell 

Redevelopment & Housing Authority at Crystal  Lake Park.  

¶ May 26 - Hopewell Optimist Club 5 K Race for Childhood Cancer  (7:30-11:00 A.M.) City 

Point Area. 

¶ June 9 - 9th Annual Motorcycle Ride for Warriors  (10:45 A.M. -12:15 P.M.) American Legion 

Post 146. 

¶ June 16 - Pre-Vacation Bible School  (games, hotdogs and snow cones from Noon ð 4 P.M.) 

First Baptist Church City Point at City Point Play Ground.  

¶ June 30 - BBQ Competition/Festival  (5-9 P.M.) Downtown Hopewell  

¶ June 30 - Fireworks  (9ð10:30 P.M.) Appomattox River between City Point and Hopewell City 

Marina.  

¶ July 21 - The Lion King  (9-11 P.M.) Atwater Soccer Complex. 

¶ August 28 - The Smurfs: The Lost Village  (9-11 P.M.) Hopewell City Park.    

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ND2Mvcn0&id=81F40161B88E5D2B9D0032C1B339E872E9295E1F&thid=OIP.ND2Mvcn0-ViqWxcQNrPvWQHaFL&mediaurl=http://www.wnypapers.com/content/images/entertainment-artpark-2012/Special-events.jpg&exph=769&expw=1100&q=special+events+clip+art&simid=607991191778495457&selectedIndex=1
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PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

                     
                                                                        
                                                      
On April 5, 2018, the Hopewell Police Department 
assisted the Hopewell Office on Youth with its first 
ever game day at the Hopewell Community Center 
for 25 children.  It was a fun filled experience that 
included laser tag, a game truck and a special talk 
from NFL running back Shaun Draughn who spoke 
to the youth on growing up in a small town and 
overcoming adversary. Afterwards he s igned 
autographs and answered questions from youth as 
well as adults in attendance. Officers Adams, Suyes, 
and Williamson assisted the Office on Youth with 
registering children whose parents had signed them 
up. Those officers also interacted with youth by 
playing games with them. The gaming experience 
was provided by Game Truck Richmond.  
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

On April 10, 2018, Chief John 

Keohane discussed school safety 

with members of the House of 

Delegates and School Staff at 

Hopewell High School during a 

school tour. 

 

Animal Control Staff enjoy lunch 

and gifts during ACO Appreciation 

Week. 

 

http://www.hopewell.k12.va.us/

